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1 1  A M  —  5  P M  

Celebrating the  

150th Anniversary  

of the Arrival of the First  

Kashubs to Canada  

in 1858 



O U R ST O R Y  

This year, 2008, is a special milestone year for Canada’s 
Kashubs and Canada’s Polish Community who celebrate the 
150th Anniversary of their cultural heritage.  The Kashubs 
formed the largest and most distinct element of Polish 
emigration to Renfrew County and are recognized as the 
first large group of Polish immigrants to arrive in Canada 
with their Canadian history starting in 1858.  Today, the 
Kashubs constitute one of the most distinct regional and 

ethnocultural groups in Poland. 

 

The Kashubs are actually the last remnant of an ancient 
Slavic Pomeranian tribe.  For centuries, the homeland of 
the Kashubs - called Kashubia (in English), Kaszëbë 
(Kashub), Kaszuby (Polish) and Cashubia (Latin), was vied 
for by Poland and Germany.  After WWI, Kashubia has been 
part of Poland, however when the Kashubs emigrated to 
Canada starting in 1858, they came from German-occupied 
West Prussia, south of Danzig (today’s Gdansk, Poland).  

Still, the Kashubs insisted that they were Polish. 

 

The offer of free land in Canada was extremely inviting to 
the Kashubs, most of whom were landless farm labourers.  
Starting in 1858, they packed up and left their small 
Kashubian farm villages where they faced a bleak future of 
poverty and oppression.  They travelled to the port of 
Bremen where they boarded a sailing ship called the 
Heinrich on June 6, 1858.  By the time they arrived in 
Quebec on July 26, 1858, after over seven weeks at sea, 
they were weakened by the ordeal and disillusioned.  The 
story of the hardship and suffering of these first Kashubian 
immigrants and those that followed them as they struggled 
to survive in the Canadian wilderness,  is extremely moving 
and inspiring.  Today we, the descendents of Canada’s 
Polish Kashubs, have not forgotten our roots—our cultural 
heritage—and we celebrate it with great pride on the 150th  
Anniversary.  We will continue to work to preserve and 

commemorate our unique heritage for future generations.   



11 AM - 1 PM 

Singing of OôCanada 

Words of Welcome and Introduction of Special Guests  

David Shulist, President of the Wilno Heritage Society  
 

Words of Greeting from Guest Speakers 

Ms. Cheryl Gallant, MP Renfrew -Nipissing -Pembroke  

Mr. John Yakabuski, MPP Renfrew -Nipissing -Pembroke  
Mr. Piotr Konowrocki, Consul General of the Republic of Poland  

Senator Kazmierz Kleina, Poland  

Mr. Artur Jabłoński - President of the Kashubian -Pomeranian 

Association, Poland  
Ms. Adeline Sopa - Representative of the Kashubs in the USA  

Mr. Władyslaw Lizoń, President of the Polish Canadian 

Congress  

Special Presentations 

 
Historical Re-enactment, Dance and Musical Skit  

Of the Arrival of the First Kashubs in 1858  

Presented by the Polish Kashub Heritage Museum summer 

students, Sarah Chippior & Mary Bloskie and friends 
Includes special guests Marta Janczarski and the Polanie Dance 

Group, Ottawa 

 

Official Opening of the Heritage Farmhouse  
with Ribbon Cutting by Adolf Burchat  

and senior representatives of Canada’s Pioneer Kashubs.   

Followed by a house blessing by Msgr. Ambrose Pick.   

The Heritage Farmhouse will be open to 5 PM. 
 

1 PM - 3 PM   

Lunch.  Food prepared by the Wilno Tavern, Wilno Station Inn 

and Pickles & Quilts.  Polish “A-la-Carte Menu”, various 

selections & price options.  Wilno Heritage Beer Garden. 
 

1 PM - 5 PM   

Musical entertainment on the main stage.  Entertainers include 

Lyndon Coulas, Ray Chapeski, Stoppa Lake Melodiers, Martha 
Linton, Tammy & Pamela Yakabuski, Alfie Prince & others. 

 

3 PM   

The Polish Canadian Folk Choir “Lodowa Nuta” from Hamilton. 
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Thank you for sharing this special celebration with us.  

Special thanks to the Government of Canada -  Canadian Heritage Program: 

Building Communities Through Arts and Heritage  
for their financial assistance for  

the ñCanadian Kashub Sesquicentennial Festivalò.   
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10 AM - A special anniversary mass will be held at St. Mary’s 

Church in Wilno.  This mass will be celebrated in Polish and 

Kashub by Monsignor Ambrose Pick.  The Mass will be followed 

by a short concert and music in the church basement, and an 
optional $5.00 luncheon.  The concert will consist of 

performances by Marta Janczarski and the Polanie Dance 

Group from Ottawa doing a Kashubian Medley, and the “Polish 

Symphonia Choir” from Hamilton, and others.   
 

11 AM - 5 PM - The Polish Kashub Heritage Museum will be 

open with the continuation of the Cultural Showcase.  There 

will also be the opportunity to visit the Heritage Farmhouse.   
Special guests at the museum: 

Ed Iwanchuk, expert on Wilno Furniture 

Gary Howard, author of the book “The Rassler from 

Renfrew” 
Martha Prince, Doculink Gilmore Printing. 

 

7 PM - The blessing and laying of flowers on graves of Polish 
Kashub Pioneers will take place at the Pioneer Cemetery on 

Church Street in Wilno. 

 

M ONDAY ,  AUGUST  4 ,  20 08  

11 AM - 5 PM - The Polish Kashub Heritage Museum and 

Heritage Farmhouse will be open.  Visitors may also want to 

take a self-directed driving tour of Crosses at Crossroads, or 

Churches and Cemeteries in Canada’s First Polish Kashub 
Settlement.  Free Maps are available at Museum.   


